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The Lafayette Marquee 
4-H Newsletter 

AUGUST 2026 
As August arrives, it also marks the ending of the 2025-2026 4-H year. Before we 
jump into a new year filled with opportunities, it's a perfect time to pause and re-
flect on the many experiences, accomplishments, and SPARKS that made this 
year memorable. 

Think back on your 4-H journey over the past year. What was great? What      
accomplishments are you most proud of? What challenged you? What could 
have gone better? Most importantly, what do you want to try next? Reflection 
helps us celebrate our successes while recognizing new opportunities for growth. 

One of the greatest things about 4-H is that it helps young people discover their 
SPARKS. A spark is something that excites you, inspires you, and motivates you 
to learn more. For some members, that spark may be found through animal     
science, photography, robotics, leadership, community service, art, foods, or  
public speaking. For others, a spark may emerge from trying something         
completely unexpected. 

Remember, 4-H is open to everyone, and it is not a one-size-fits-all            
experience. If you participated in a project, activity, or event this year that you 
didn't love, that's okay! Trying something new and finding out it isn't your passion 
is just as valuable as discovering something you can't wait to do again. 4-H gives 
you the freedom to explore, learn, and grow as your interests change. 

As you begin thinking about the upcoming 4-H year, keep your interests open 
and your curiosity alive. Consider stepping outside your comfort zone and trying a 
project you've never explored before. Attend a workshop, participate in a contest, 
join a new club activity, or take on a leadership role. You never know when a new 
SPARK may ignite and lead you toward a passion, skill, or opportunity you never 
expected. 

The beauty of 4-H is that there is something for everyone. Every experience 
helps you learn more about yourself and the unique talents you bring to your 
club, community, and world. 

As we close out the 2025-2026 4-H year, celebrate how far you've come and look 
ahead with excitement. Keep exploring, keep growing, and keep discovering the 
many SPARKS that make your 4-H journey uniquely yours. We can't wait to see 
what passions ignite in the year ahead!  

https://lafayette.extension.wisc.edu
mailto:hailee.kammerud@wisc.edu


Calendar of Events  
 

AUGUST 2026  01 Citizenship Washington Focus @ Ignite Registration OPENS 

    5-8 4-H Base & Adventure Camp @ Upham Woods 

    6-16 WI State Fair ~ West Allis, WI 

    15 SPARK DAY: Jelly-palooza w/HCE @ WSB 

    15 4-H ARTS Camp Registration CLOSES 

    27 Citizenship Washington Focus @ Ignite Registration CLOSES 

 

SEPTEMBER 2026  01 Fall Forum Registration OPENS 

    04 2026-2027 4-H Re-enrollment Opens 

    07 Office CLOSED—Labor Day 

    12 State 4-H Gymkhana ~ State Fair Park, West Allis, WI 

    15 Fall Forum Registration CLOSES 

    18-20 State Horse Expo Show 

    26-27 State 4-H Dog Obedience, Showmanship, and Rally 

 

OCTOBER 2026  3-4 4-H ARTS Camp @ Upham Woods (Grades 6-8) 

    10 State 4-H Dog Agility Show 

    24 WI State 4-H Dog Project Obedience & Rally Learning Day 

 

NOVEMBER 2026  01 4-H Re-enrollment Deadline for current members 

    6-8 “Quest for Success” Fall Forum ~ Stevens Point, WI (Grades 7-13) 

    26 Office CLOSED—Thanksgiving 

 

DECEMBER 2026  24-25 Office CLOSED—Christmas Eve, Christmas Day 

    31 Office CLOSED—New Year’s Eve 

 

JANUARY 2027  01 Office CLOSED—New Year’s Day 

    18 Office CLOSED—Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 

FEBRUARY 2027  02  New Member Enrollment Deadline 

 

MARCH 2027  15-21 Community Accelerators Track @ Ignite ~ Washington D.C. 
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4-H Pledge & Creed 

4-H PLEDGE 
I pledge my head to clearer thinking, 

My heart to greater loyalty, 
My hands to larger service,  

And my health to better living, 
For my club, my community, my country, and 

my world. 
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SPARK DAYS! — August 2026 
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4-H ARTS Camp ~ 2026 

Join us at Upham Woods in Wisconsin Dells on  

October 3-4 to grow creative skills, connect with  

new friends and explore sparks!  

You have until August 15 to register!  

 

Learn more: http://4h.extension.wisc.edu/.../statewide.../arts-camp  

http://4h.extension.wisc.edu/.../statewide.../arts-camp
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Ignite 2027 
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Fall Forum ~ 2026 

S A V E   T H E    D A T E !! 

Registration Opens September 1st thru September 15th in 4HOnline! 

Open to youth in grades 7-13. 

“Quest for Success” 

 

More information on Fall Forum is available on the website: https://go.wisc.edu/4hfallforum  

https://go.wisc.edu/4hfallforum?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExTGxsZktvR0NkSUM0dnpsUHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7OMhhGWCXDMLu3qxqnTUcJRvT68Vdhttps://go.wisc.edu/4hfallforum
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NEEDED — Lafayette County 4-H Horse Project Leader 
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WI 4-H Opportunities 



The Lafayette Marquee—4-H Newsletter Page 10 

WI 4-H Opportunities 
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WHY 4-H? 
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WI State 4-H 

 

What ELSE does 4-H have to offer? 

 

State Arts Ambassadors      Shooting Sports:  

                                  * Competitive Shoots                      

Dairy & Animal Science Program:      

* Area Animal Science Days         

* Dairy Quiz Bowl        College & Career Readiness:  

* State Dairy Judging Contest      * Summer Academy    

* James W. Crowley Dairy Leadership Award    *  Winter Academy 

 

Dog Program:         

* State Dog Agility Show        

* State Dog Obedience & Showmanship Show  

* State Dog Quiz Bowl 

* Dog Learning Days: March & October   

 

Horse Program: 

* State 4-H Gymkhana -     

* State 4-H Horse Education Days, Horse Bowl, & Hippology Contest  

* State Horse Expo   

* State 4-H Horse Leader’s Conference  

* 4-H Hunt & Dressage Show  

* Midwest Horse Fair Tack Sale   

 

Leadership:        Travel Experiences: 

* WI 4-H Leadership Council       * American Spirit East 

* Youth as Partners in Civic Leadership     * Citizenship Washington Focus 

* Restorative Justice Summit      * Space Camp 

* Fall Forum         * National 4-H Conference 

* Ignite by 4-H        * National 4-H Congress 

       

Livestock Program:       Awards & Scholarships: 

* Area Animal Science Days       * Key Awards  

* State Livestock Judging Contest      * Crowley Dairy Leadership Award 

* Meats Judging Contest       * WI 4-H Foundation Scholarship 

* Livestock Quiz Bowl & Skill-a-Thon Contest 

* Ag Ambassadors  

     

  

  

https://indd.adobe.com/view/ea1bd1ba-dd3d-44fe-8e8c-f116c60f92f8
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/state-arts-teams/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/projects/shooting-sports/competitive-shoots/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/projects/shooting-sports/competitive-shoots/
https://4h.exthttps:/4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/projects/agriculture-and-animal-science/dairy-project/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/area-animal-science-days/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/dairy-quiz-bowl/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/state-dairy-judging-contest/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/summer-academy/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/projects/agriculture-and-animal-science/dairy-project/james-w-crowley-dairy-leadership-award/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/winter-academy/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/projects/small-animals/dogs-project/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/state-4-h-dog-agility-show/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/state-4-h-dog-obedience-and-showmanship-show/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/dog-quiz-bowl/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/wi-state-4-h-dog-learning-days-march-7th-and-october-24th/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/projects/large-animals/horse-project/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/state-4-h-gymkhana/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/state-4-h-horse-bowl-and-hippology-contest/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/state-horse-expo/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/state-4-h-horse-leaders-conference/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/4-h-hunt-dressage-show/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/midwest-horse-fair-tack-sale/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/wisconsin-4-h-leadership-council/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/wisconsin-4-h-leadership-council/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/american-spirit-east/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/youth-as-partners-in-civic-leadership/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/citizenship-washington-focus/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/restorative-justice-summit/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/space-camp/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/fall-forum/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/national-4-h-conference/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/ignite-by-4-h/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/national-4-h-congress/
https://livestock.extension.wisc.edu/programs/wisconsin-youth-livestock/
https://livestock.extension.wisc.edu/programs/wisconsin-youth-livestock/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/area-animal-science-days/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/state-4-h-awards/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/state-livestock-judging-contest/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/projects/agriculture-and-animal-science/dairy-project/james-w-crowley-dairy-leadership-award/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/meats-judging-contest/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/wisconsin-4-h-scholarships/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/livestock-quiz-bowl-skillathon-contest/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/wi-4-h-agriculture-ambassadors/


UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN EXTENSION 

700 Main Street, Suite #2 

608-776-4820 

www.lafayette.uwex.edu 

4-H PLEDGE 
I pledge my head to clearer thinking, 

My heart to greater loyalty, 
My hands to larger service,  

And my health to better living, 
For my club, my community, my country, and my world. 
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Lafayette County University of Wisconsin Extension Office Staff:           

Vacant,  Administrative Assistant,  

Hailee Kammerud, 4-H Youth Development Educator, hailee.kammerud@wisc.edu 

Bob Wiegel, Human Development & Relationships Educator, rwiegel@wisc.edu 

Jordyn Sattler, Agriculture Educator - Crops & Soils, jordyn.sattler@wisc.edu  

Jackie McCarville , Agriculture Educator - Dairy, jackie.mccarville@wisc.edu  

Casey Lobdell , Agriculture Educator - Livestock, clobdell2@wisc.edu 

Lynn Perkins, Area 17 Extension Director, lynn.perkins@wisc.edu 
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Lafayette County Agriculture & Extension Education Committee:  

Mark Pinch 
Lee Gill 

Bob Boyle 
Larry Ludlum 

David Halloran 
 

We’re on the WEB!!! 

https://lafayette.extension.wisc.edu 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Friday 

8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

mailto:jordyn.sattler@wisc.edu
mailto:paul.ohlrogge@wisc.edu
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Thank You! 

 


